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Explanation of the symbols

Lightfastness
+++ = at least 100 years lightfast under  
  museum conditions
The lightfastness of all colours has been 
tested according to the AsTm standard 
d4303.

The colour Index 
The pigments used in Van Gogh paint have 
been indicated according to the Colour 
index. The Colour index is an internation-
ally used system for pigments and dyes 
that have been used in all types of paint 
(therefore also in artists’ paint). The system 
is based on a number and name associated 
to the chemical structure. Originally the 
Colour index was 
developed the U.s.A., hence the use of 
English descriptions of the chemical class. 

The abbreviations mean the following:

pW  = pigment white 
py  = pigment yellow
pO  = pigment orange 
pR  = pigment red
pB  = pigment blue 
pV  = pigment violet
pG  = pigment green 
pBr = pigment brown
pBk = pigment black

The colours illustrated correspond with the real colours as much as possible.

coLoUR cHART VAN GOGH WATER COLOURs

Chinese white

Vermilion

Ultramarine deep

Hooker green deep

Raw umber

perm.lemon yellow

permanent red lt

Cobalt blue (ultram.)

permanent green

Burnt sienna

Azo yellow light

permanent red dp

Cerulean blue (phth.)

Viridian

Light oxide red

Azo yellow medium

madder lake light

prussian blue

phthalo green

Burnt umber

Gamboge 

madder lake deep

phthalo blue

sap green

sepia

Azo yellow deep

quinacridone rose

indigo

Olive green

Vandyke brown

Naples yellow red

perm.red violet

perm.yellowish green

yellow ochre

payne’s grey 

permanent orange

perm.blue violet

Hooker green light

Raw sienna

ivory black


